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Figure 8.2 Ef f ect s of r iver f r ag m ent at io n a n d � ow 
r egulat ion va r y by r egion a nd biom e t ype, 2 0 05

N ote:  The fragmentation and �ow indicator was developed by Umea University in S weden, 
in collaboration with the W orld Resources Institute, for assessing the state of large river 
systems. Unaffected river systems have no dams in their catchments but can have dams 
in tributaries if �ow regulation is less than 2% . A river system is considered ‘affected’ if 
there are dams in the main channel but is never classi�ed as ‘strongly affected’ if there are 
no dams in the main channel. All river systems with no more than a quarter of their main 
channel length left without dam s are considered strongly affected.
Source:  Based on W W F 2006.
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