Table 6.3: Global burden of disease: DALYs® by age, gender, region and cause for the year 2002

Cause Total 0-4 years Gender Region'
DALY Male Female AFR SEAR WPR EMR AMR EUR
(thousands) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
All causes 1,490,126 29 52 48 24 29 18 9 10 10
Diarrhoeal disease 61,966 91 52 48 38 33 1" 14 4 1
Malaria 46,486 91 48 52 88 6 1 5 0 0
Schistosomiasis 1,702 1 60 40 78 0 3 13 4 0
Lymphatic filariasis?® 5,777 4 76 24 35 56 7 2 0 0
Onchocerciasis 484 4 58 42 97 0 0 2 0 0
Dengue 616 23 45 55 1 62 21 5 1 0
Japanese encephalitis 709 37 48 52 0 43 45 12 0 0
Trachoma 2,329 0 26 74 52 7 17 16 7 0
Intestinal nematode infections 2,951 18 50 50 39 27 21 8 6 0
Protein-energy malnutrition* 16,910 88 51 49 34 36 11 12 6 1
Drowning® 10,840 19 69 31 18 25 35 7 6
1. WHO defines the regions of the world as follows: a secondary disorder, prompted by infectious diseases, many of which are
AFR - Africa south of the Sahara water-related.
SEAR - South-East Asia (includes India) 5. Drowning is a major, non-communicable water-associated health problem.
WPR - Western Pacific (includes China) 6. The Disability-Adjusted Life Year is a summary measure of population health.
EMR - Eastern Mediterranean (includes Sudan, Afghanistan, Pakistan) One DALY represents a lost year of healthy life and is used to estimate the
AMR - the Americas gap between the current health of a population and an ideal situation where
EUR - Europe (includes Central Asian republics) everyone in that population would live into old age in full health.

2. Lymphatic filariasis, onchocerciasis and trachoma are diseases that are not
fatal but that can lead to considerable disability (see Table 6.3).
3. For mortality rates that are zero, there can be no percentage.
4. Malnutrition is both a medical and a social disorder. It can occur as a primary
disorder (with consequences for the susceptibility to infectious diseases) or as Source: WHO, 2004a.

Taken from the World Water Development Report 2: “Water: A Shared Responsibility”; published by “UNESCO and Berghan Books in 2006”. Page: 209.
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