
Map 5.2: Inorganic nitrogen concentrations for major
watersheds by region, 1979–90 and 1991–2003

Source: Figure generated based global water
monitoring data maintained by the UNEP
GEMS/Water programme, at
www.gemswater.org

Note: Inorganic nitrogen, measured as nitrate 
+ nitrite, is an indicator of trophic stress on
ecosystems as a result of human activities.
Inorganic nitrogen can enter aquatic
ecosystems through agricultural activities, in
the form of runo� from fertilizer applications,
as well as from industrial and municipal
processes. Nitrogen, in conjunction with
phosphorus, controls the growth of plants and
algae in aquatic systems and elevated levels of
these nutrients can lead to overly productive or
eutrophic conditions that can impair ecosystem
health. Watersheds in white indicate insu�cient
data in one of the time periods to calculate 
% change.
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